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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 3927 

E.O. 11652: GDS 12-31-79 
TAGS: MCAP, NATO, AINF 

SUBJ: DEFENSE PLANNING DATA REQUIREMENTS 

1. INTERNATIONAL STAFF (IS) HAS RELEASED DRC/N(73)17 (POUCHED), 
"FEASIBILITY OF UTILIZATION OF THE AUTOMATED FORCE PLANNING DATA 
BASE FOR DEFENSE PLANNING PURPOSES." IS NOTE ADDRESSES QUESTION 
OF FEASIBILITY OF INTEGRATING MOST OF DATA PROVIDED THROUGH 
DEFENSE PLANNING QUESTIONNAIRE INTO THE NATO FORCE PLANNING DATA 
BASE. NOTE CONCLUDES, WHILE RECOGNIZING PROBLEMS INVOLVED, THAT 
IT IS ADMINISTRATIVELY AND TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE TO INCORPORATE 
EVENTUALLY THE DPQ OBTAINED DATA INTO THE FORCE PLANNING DATA 
BASE, THUS COMBINING THE TWO, WITH THE END RESULT BEING A SINGLE 
REPORTING SYSTEM. NOTE ADDS THAT IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PROIECT 
HOW MUCH TIME WILL BE NEEDED TO SET UP A SINGLE REPORTING SYSTEM. 
HOWEVER, IF AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE IS FORTHCOMING, IS, WITH HELP OF 
SHAPE TECHNICAL CENTER, WILL CONDUCT A TRIAL TO DETERMINE TEXTENT 
OF WORK INVOLVED AND TO IRON OUT TECHNICAL AND PRACTICAL PROBLEMS. 
IS HOPES THAT A REPORT BASED ON TRIAL EFFORT COULD BE AVAILABLE 

IN MID- 1974. AND IF COUNTRIES AGREED TO CONTINUE, A GRADUATED 
INTRODUCTION OF SNGLE REPORTING SYSTEM MIGHT BEGIN WITH DPQ(75). 
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2. TRIAL EFFORT WILL BE FOR ONLY 2 COUNTRIES AND WE ANTICIPATE 
NO EXTRA REPORTING BURDEN ON U.S. 

3. DRC/N(73)17 IS TO BE ON THE AGENDA OF A DRC MEETING IN EARLY 
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SEPTEMBER FOR DISCUSSION AND DECISION IN PRINCIPLE. 

4. USNATO PLANS, UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED, TO AGREE IN PRIN- 
CIPLE TO THE TRIAL EFFORT TO INCORPORATE THE DPQ INTO THE NATO 
FORCE PLANNING DATA BASE. WE WILL ALSO RECOGNIZE THAT MUCH EX- 
PLORATORY WORK IS REQUIRED BEFORE A FINAL DECISION CAN BE REACHED 
AND THAT, BY NECESSITY, THE MOVE TOWARD A SINGLE REPORTING 
SYSTEM WILL DEVELOP VERY SLOWLY. AT THE SAME TIME, WE WILL 
RECOGNIZE THE UTILITY FOR NATO OF EVENTUALLY HAVING ONE COMMON 
DATA BASE. RUMSFELD 
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